Dear Sandburg Orchestra Families,

It is that time of year for the Virginia Band and Orchestra Directors State Orchestra Performance Assessment formerly known as Orchestra Festival.  Many of you have participated in this last year and know the importance of orchestra performance.  However, for some of you this is a new experience.  As it was explained in the handbook at the start of the year, orchestra festival is the equivalent of SOL’s for musicians.  Orchestras from participating district schools perform individually for three well-respected adjudicators.  Groups are required to prepare a warm-up selection and three pieces that challenge the performers.  If sight-reading we are only required to prepare three pieces total.  We are adjudicated, scored, and given a rating of 1 to 5 (superior – poor) based upon our performance. The rubric system is very similar to Solo and Ensemble with the exception of being adjudicated as an ensemble.  We are given verbal and written critiques informing us on our strengths as well as our challenges.  These scores are then recorded and posted for public knowledge throughout the state.  Festival is an opportunity to get musical feedback on what we are doing well and in the end making us better musicians.  The kids are very excited about the music we are preparing and I am in turn excited about the musical growth that will take place in the next 7 weeks! 

Our performances will take place at Hayfield Secondary School.  It is important that students and families follow the schedule and are prompt.  Please read the attached revised calendar and make note of the items in red because there are changes.  

Transportation:  The Concert Orchestra is performing on Friday afternoon. Bus transportation is unavailable between 1:30 – 4:30 so we will be leaving before the end of the school day. (See attached memo for Concert Orchestra.)
The Symphonic Orchestra performs Friday evening and parents are responsible for their own transportation.   I would like to encourage parents to stay for the performances to provide support for the musicians.  

Please see additional attached information for details.

Latoya Lamons

Director of Sandburg Orchestras
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