










June 28, 2011

Dear future Guitar families!
Welcome to the Carl Sandburg String Department!  My name is Latoya Lamons and I am also the orchestra director.  We have a strong orchestra program that is continuing to grow and I am thrilled about the inception of the guitar program this fall.  We are very lucky to have the support from the administration as well as the interest from you to be a part of this course.  There are few middle schools in Fairfax County that offer guitar so I would like for you to embrace it and take ownership and pride in being the first 8th grade guitar class in our cluster!

The course is designed for beginning guitarists or for those who have little experience with the instrument. The class will focus on learning musical notations (notes, rhythms, chords, chord progressions, individual/group performance, etc.)  Students should be well prepared for the program at West Potomac at the end of the year.   I am hoping that we can do a joint performance with the high school in the spring as well!  A detailed handbook with grading policy and expectations will be distributed the first week of school.  There will be a minimum of two performances during the year and the spring trip taken in May is dependent upon progress, performance, and behavior throughout the year.
The materials fee for the course is $25 per student.  This fee will cover the purchase of guitar ensemble music, additional strings, guitar picks, polo shirt for performance and to offset the cost of the guitar storage rack.  The due date for this fee will be Friday, September 16th.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of your basic needs for the fall so that you may take time during the summer to procure the items needed.  As I mentioned, this is a brand new program and we will have to build our inventory of musical supplies.  You will be responsible for acquiring a few items to get you started and I ask that you follow the guidelines when making your purchase just as we do in band and orchestra.  Listed below are a few options for you from local music stores that have worked out a few package prices.  Both stores are reputable businesses.  You may purchase an instrument on your own however, please do your research and be aware that you are required to get an acoustic guitar with nylon strings!  
If you have any questions email me.  I will be away for most of July but will return in August.  Guitar information will be located on the Carl Sandburg Orchestra website.  I am thrilled that we will be upon this new endeavor and I look forward to meeting you!

Latoya Lamons

LCLamonssloc@fcps.edu
703-799-6225 

www.carlsandburgorchestra.com

Music and Arts

6418 Spingfield Plaza

Spingfield, VA  22150

703-451-0875 (Ask to speak with John Hazelwood)

Guitar Package Option 1: 
Yamaha C-40 Guitar

                          

  
 Roadrunner soft guitar case




   
Pack of medium picks




  
 Augustine nylon strings (extra set)




 
 Foot stool




 
 Peg winder





 Tuner




 
 Music Stand

Cost:  $182.00 This is a great buy!
Guitar Package Option 2: 
Yamaha C-40 Guitar




  
 Roadrunner soft guitar case




  
 Pack of medium picks and Foot stool
                            

  
  Cost:  $147

Guitar Package Option 3:
Yamaha C-40 Guitar

                                           

Roadrunner soft guitar case

Cost:  $130.00

Alexandria Music

Belleview Shopping Center

703-660-6025 (Ask to speak with Roger Kronstadt)

Option 1:  


Chinese brand guitar and picks

Cost:  $99.00

Option 2:


Chinese guitar

                    


Picks, Tuner, and Foot Stool




Extra set of nylon strings





Cost:  $129.00

The Guitar Center 
6272 Arlington Blvd.

Falls Church, VA         703-533-8500
*There is also a location in Fairfax.*
*Other guitar brand options: Any brand of Yamaha, Takamine EG128SC or EG124SC, Guild, Cordoba*
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