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COURSE GOALS
· To learn how to play chords, accompaniment and melodies on the guitar

· To learn how to read music notation, chord frames and tablature

· To develop an understanding of music fundamentals and theory

· To learn how to perform, write and create music

· To develop the ability to analyze, describe and listen to music

· To develop the ability to match pitch and sing on pitch

· To develop an understanding of music in relation to history and culture

MATERIALS

Students will bring to EVERY class: 

· A Pencil

· A positive attitude
· Binder
· Guitar Pick
Students will be provided:

· Acoustic Guitar—very limited and provided to those on the Fairfax County Free/Reduced Lunch Program
· ONE pick for the school year – additional picks can be bought at .50 cents per pick

· A binder for storing materials- Binders will be checked to insure that students are properly maintaining materials.

· Additional materials as needed (tuners, foot rests, replacement strings)

QUARTERLY GRADING POLICY:

Daily assessments: (worksheets/performance evaluations)



30%

Binder checks: (3 per quarter)
 





10%

Proficiency’s (playing tests)







20%

Written Tests  









20%  
Participation 









20%

GENERAL CLASSROOM RULES: 
1. Respect the instruments—they are only as good as the way you treat them!  Guitars are not desks and guitar cases are not foot rests. Only use the guitar and materials that have assigned to you, and put the guitars and materials away carefully at the end of class.  
2. Treat others the way you would like to be treated—this includes your classmates and your teacher. 

3. Come to class prepared and on time. 

4. There is no food or drink allowed in the classroom. Water is the only exception.
INSTRUMENT CONTRACT AND FEES

Guitars may be loaned to students if a student cannot bring one from home. Maintenance and replacement of guitars is expensive, and expectations are that all students will show care and respect for their instruments. Damages incurred to instruments by students will be subject to additional fees. 
The annual guitar rental is $20. If you and I have discussed renting a guitar from Sandburg please bring in $20 and instrument rental contract by Friday, September 9, 2011. Students will not be assigned a guitar until the $20 fee is received. Checks should be made payable to Carl Sandburg Middle School.

GUITAR STORAGE  

School-owned guitars and personal guitars will be stored in one of two places in the music wing: the guitar rack located _______________ or the orchestra room.  Students using their personal instruments must bring their guitar to and from school on guitar meeting days.  These instruments MUST be picked up at the end of each day.  
School-owned guitars, unfortunately, will not be able to go home. Students using school guitars will be able to schedule times to stay after school for practice time.

Carl Sandburg Middle School
GUITAR 2011 -2012
Student Information Page
Please write neatly!!!!
Name: _____________________________________________________
______________________________
Parent Name __________________________________________________________English Speaking Y or N

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________ Zip: ___________________

Home Phone: ______________________________
Cell Phone: ________________________________
Email: _____________________________________

Parents Email: __________________________________________

Best way to reach you? (Check all that apply, but circle the best way)

___Email   ___Phone     ___Snail-Mail

Please list all sports and activities you will be involved in this school year.
Have you had prior music/guitar experience? Please list below any instruments you play or have played and other musical experiences you may have had. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


I have read the 2011 - 2012 Guitar Syllabus and agree to its terms and policies. I know that I need to work on my music at home to be able to represent myself in the best way as a student and a musician. I understand that I need to put forth my best effort and work hard to continue to meet the level of excellence that the Carl Sandburg Music Department has come to achieve. 
Student Signature __________________________________ Date ______________________

Parent Signature____________________________________ Date_______________________ 
